August 11, 2013 Evening Pastor Jesse Waggoner

Youths Killed for Ridiculing Bald-Headed Man
2 Kings 2:23-25

The Strange Factor:
Young men of Bethel are killed by bears for ridiculing Elisha
for being bald-headed

The Underlying Meaning:
Clue One- “Bethel”
Center for idolatry; enemies of the true God

Clue Two- “Youths”
Not children but young men; demonstration or near-
riot against God and His prophet

Clue Three- “Go up”

Elijah had just “gone up” (vs. 10-14); either a desire
that Elisha die or duplicate the experience of
Elijah- either way they wanted him “gone.”

The Lessons for Us:
Respect God’s Word
Respect God’s authority
Respect God’s servants
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